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Cortney Via has a new fan.
And for that matter so does Alleghany coach Todd Lynn and the entire Mountaineer volleyball program.
I’m fully on board.
Tuesday night wasn’t easy for the home team.
Over the first two sets, Alleghany managed just 12 points. That’s 12 out of 62.
But something clicked in set three.
They not only hung with their visitors from William Byrd, but they were just one play away from winning the set and

forcing a fourth.
Then came the point.
It was a point that featured a full circle of emotion.
It was a point that left everyone talking as they left the gym.
And it was a point that should make every student, parent, teacher and administrator proud to wear their Alleghany

colors.
The Mountaineers led 25-24 when a big William Byrd kill attempt landed out, beyond the back line.
Alleghany was celebrating. It looked like they had won the set, something that seemed highly unlikely about a half

hour earlier.
On the other side of the net William Byrd was protesting, “the ball was tipped,” they said.
Neither the up or down referee saw a tip apparently, and the set was Alleghany’s.
But at least one person in the gym knew for sure the ball had been hit. That person was Mountaineer senior hitter

Cortney Via.
Via walked toward the referee in charge and brushed her left hand with her right, indicating she had hit the ball. She

told the referee, “I touched the ball.
“What went through my mind is I would rather tell the truth and lose than have lied and won the game,” Via said.

“It just wouldn’t have felt right.”
William Byrd was awarded the point, and two points later the Terriers were walking out of Mountaineer Gym with

a straight set win.
While Byrd was a winner Tuesday, it would be hard to call the Mountaineers losers.
“From the very beginning I instituted what’s basically known as an honor call,” said Lynn, whose post-match inter-

view with me was interrupted several times by parents from both sides, who may not have believed the act of true
sportsmanship that they just witnessed.
“It’s basically if the girls touch a ball and the refs miss it, we tell the ref,” he said.
It’s happened more than once this year, with the Mountaineers calling the violation.
But on set point?
“It always comes down to our girl making the choice,” Lynn said.
“There have been other girls who have made honor calls this year and I am proud of each of them for showing great

character in the face of competition,” Lynn said. “What made tonight stand out was just the situation it happened in.
We had just lost two games in an embarrassing fashion and had fought hard in the third and could have won it. But when
Cortney made the honor call, instead of the game being over, it was tied. I personally believe any of our girls would have
done the same thing in that situation which makes me extremely proud of the makeup of this team.
“I am proud of Cortney. I just try to coach in a way that challenges the girls in how they live as well as how they play

a sport because much of what is learned in a sport can be translated into life,” he added. “Anyone can cheat to get ahead
in life, but I want to encourage my athletes to be players who show integrity and character, even when it would be so
easy to not do it.”
Well said and well done Mountaineers.
In our “Win At All Cost Society,” it shouldn’t and didn’t go unnoticed.


